Come see our new Exhibit

Kenjiro Nomura

AN ARIST'S VIEW OF THE
JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNMENT

On April 30, 1942, Kenjiro Nomura,
his wife, and son were forcibly removed
from their homes in Seattle and
incarcerated in the Puyallup Assembly
Center. Eventually they were
transported, along with nearly 10,000
other Japanese Americans to the
Minidoka concentration camp in Hunt,
Idaho.

At the time of the removal, Nomura
was already an established and prolific
artist. He worked at various other jobs
to support himself financially, including
operating a sign painting shop in
Seattle.

At both Puyallup and Minidoka he
worked again as a sign painter and
created many images of camp life in
both landscape and portrait orientation.
Nomura produced a visual record of his
experiences with whatever materials he
could find, often using industrial paints
and government issued paper.

This exhibition provides an
opportunity to view a portion of this
important collection of works.

Fumiko, George and
Kenjiro, at Minidoka
Concentration Camp,
1943.

Guard Tower, January, 1943
Collection of George and
Betty Nomura.

George and Betty
Nomura at the Kent
Museum in front of

Wed-Sat, 12-4pm Camp Harmony

Kent Museum 855 E Smith St Composite Poster,
Exhibit closes December 19 1942.
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Norm Turner Steps Down

We want to inform our Society members about our
good friend and Society President, Norm Turner. In
August Norm was diagnosed with cancer and is
unable to continue as President. Norm has been
President for the last two and a half years. We want
him to know how much we appreciate his dedication
to the Society and what he has done to make the
Museum an important part of Kent's history. We
need to keep Norm in our thoughts and prayers for
a successful recovery. Norm has asked John
Mergens, former Director, to conduct the Society
Board meetings for the remainder of the year.



2009 Board Members

The New Year is rapidly approaching and it is time
to think about 2009 Board Members for the
Greater Kent Historical Society. The Society
belongs to all the members and they need to be
willing to volunteer to be on the Board. The
Society and Museum has advanced to be an
important part of Kent, thanks to those that have
guided us and have volunteered their time and
talent.

The 2009 nominating committee consists of Karen
Bouton, Jim Osness, Lilly Kato, and Cheri Sayer.
Please be ready to accept a position on the Board
when they contact you or call the Museum to
volunteer 253-854-4330.

Calendar

Holiday Decorating 10am November 29
At Museum Saturday

Holiday Open House  12-4pm December 13
With Refreshments Saturday

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Our museum depends on volunteers. You
don’t have to know a lot about Kent history, but
if you do, that's a plus! All you have to do is be
willing to donate 4 hours minimum per month of
your time to do your choice of duties including
answering phones, helping with mailings,
giving tours of the museum, or helping the
curator with our collection. If you are handy,
we always have things around this old house
that need to be done. Please help keep our
museum open by calling our volunteer
coordinator Diane White at 253-631-2859.

Website: kenthistoricalmuseum.org
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Scenic Hill Elementary
students visit, 2008.

Your Kent Museum and the Community

Last month we had a 6-foot tall panda playing on our lawn.
He was part of the PD Panda program sponsored by the
Kent Police department’'s community outreach. Our
neighbors, the Mill Creek Neighborhood Council, gathered
under our towering trees to eat, talk and make and/or
renew friendships as part of the city’s Neighborhood Night
Out. This is community: looking out for each other and
being aware of needs and resources to assist each other.

As part of the community, your Kent Historical Museum is
also reaching out and inviting citizens from near and far.
Our latest exhibit touches us all with the plight of our
Japanese-American neighbors during World War II.
Children from Scenic Hill Elementary have visited us to
learn about Kent 100 years ago. Red Hat ladies and senior
citizens tour and enjoy the advancements we have made
from past technologies in
the home and in business.

PD Panda visits on National
Neighborhood Night Out.

The exhibits we put on, the newsletters we send out, the
artifacts we care for and share with all, these are the
reasons the museum exists and teaches our citizens
more about our community. Every year the museum
board works hard to sustain museum operations and
maintain our artifact and photo collections for the public.
We raise two-thirds of our budget every year and the
City of Kent provides one third.

Our annual dinner auction fundraiser is coming up the evening of Saturday,
November 1. You are invited to attend this fun event and assist the museum at the
same time. Bring your friends and plan for a night of music, great food, and early
holiday shopping! We appreciate your ongoing support; indeed, we would not be here
without you.

Linda Van Nest,
Executive Director




